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Council of Disabled People celebrates Big Lottery Basis Grant

The Council of Disabled People Warwickshire and Coventry has been
awarded a three year grant from the BASIS 2 stream of the Big Lottery
Fund to support and develop the business capacity and infrastructure of
disability organisations across the West Midlands region.

The Basis 2 round of funding has been awarded to projects which increase
infrastructure services for voluntary and community sector organisations.
The grant of £358,658 will mean that the CDP can build on the work of
their Regional Disability Network project, which has been mapping the
spread and capacity of user led groups across the West Midlands region
and identifying infrastructure needs of groups.

The new project, called R:DISS, which stands for Regional Disability
Infrastructure Support Service is partnered by I:SE in Birmingham, who will
be supporting the project with training and guidance around business
development.

Tony Walsh, Chief Executive Officer of CDP, said “the recent economic
crisis has increased the pressures on small and medium sized disability
groups who may already have been struggling to survive on diminishing
grants. The R:DISS project will work with these groups around their
business ideas, some of which may be related to providing disability
related services through social enterprise or may be around delivering local
services through contracts with business and statutory services.

“Research has shown that many local disability organisations don’t have the
capacity to develop business plans, or market and sell their expertise in
things like accessible communication and transcription, access auditing,
equality training or services which support their own members to live
independently in the community. We know that there are a raft of great and
innovative ideas which don’t get off the ground because disability groups are
too busy trying to survive. Working in partnership with I:SE on this project will
allow us to support groups right across the West Midlands region to develop
these ideas and thereby increase their own sustainability”
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